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TUCUMAN -   where history was made

The province of Tucuman´s capital, San Miguel de Tucumán,  played a key role in Argentine history, as it was here that the Declaration of Independence was signed in 1816 in the Casa Histórica whose shabby façade has since been drawn by many generations of Argentine schoolchildren.  

The city centre is the aptly named Plaza de Independencia, with a baroque-style Cathedral on one side, and the fussy gilded Government house on the other.  In the middle of the square is the imposing statue of Liberty by the unorthodox 19th century sculptress Lola Mora, surrounded by orange trees (which are never allowed to bear fruit as the provincial governor fears that they may be used adversely during official events held in the square).  Also well worth a visit is the 9 de Julio park designed by the French landscape gardener Carlos Thays, with its lakes, green lawns, sports palace and the house-museum of Bishop Colombres, who founded the province’s first sugar industry.  

Tucumán is also famous for its empanadas, meat pasties seasoned with olives and raisins and baked in a wood-fired oven, and its “tortilla al escoldo”, a kind of dough bread cooked over the barbeque.  



